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grappling with Hybrid Identities:
Reading the Jewish American
Narratives in Paul Auster’s Invisible

*Dr. J. Iswarya

I think cultural identity is not fixed, it’s always hybrid.
But this is precisely because it comes out of very
specific historical formations, out of very specific
histories and cultural repertoires of enunciation, that it
can constitute a ‘positionality’, which we call,
provisionally, identity.  Cultural hybridity is
increasingly the normal state of affairs. - Stuart Hall

As Steven Connor remarks in his book, Postmodernist
Culture: An Introduction to Theories of the Contemporary Author
(1996), one of the most imperative ways in which postmodern
theory attempts to cultivate postures of disidentification is by
means of a revival of the role and function of the avant-garde. The
concept of the cultural avant-garde is, of course, a prime element
in most narratives of modernism and the emergence of
postmodernism out of it (Connor, 27 1). It indicates a rather more
underlying evolution, denoting a growing cultural situation that
functions as both an augmentation and a critique of modernism.

Paul Auster is definitely not among the most popular
contemporary writers in America. But he enjoys envious visibility
even in places such as China, France, and Germany as there is
something that is compellingly unique about his literary works
that refuse to be labelled as stereotypically American. In fact,
thé}y are predominantly European and particularly modgrn (whﬂe
gemg scrupulously postmodern at the same time). Being !ew}ish
by birth, American by nationality, and a postmodern phl]ot:i(:l?seellf‘
t}); lemperament, Auster has always grappled to know

rough his writing. ' 3 3 wiad
¢ Auster has never explicitly expressed a nauop:ahst;)c :/e}:!;
of thought, exhibiting his pride in being an Amgre‘r":‘:\ mzrica,

€Ssentially s ' s only in postmo
y sets almost all his novels only in P paul Auster's

With typically postmodern American characters.
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